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PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING

it must be laid upon the velvet board in such a way
that the tips of the longest fibres reach to the farther
end of the board, These long fibres are then gripped
against the board by the thumb of the left hand and
the remainder of the sliver drawn away, leaving the
few long fibres lying straight across the board. (Fig.
79, A.) The staple must never be removed from the
right hand, but again laid on the board just beside the
long fibres, with the tips of the longest remaining fibres
again on the far edge, where tjhey must again be gripped
against the board and the remainder of the staple
withdrawn, leaving the two sections side by side (B),
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FIG. 79.
the second one being necessarily shorter than the first.
The process must now be repeated a third time (C),
and so on, until there are no fibres left in the right hand.
The result will be a figure in which all the fibres have
one end on the left edge of the velvet, and their other
ends at gradually decreasing distances from it (D), so
that the relative proportion of long, medium, and short
fibre can be not only seen, but measured, and the relative
spinning value of the top ascertained.
Theoretically, the best top for spinning would be
one in which all the fibres were of equal length; but
this can never be obtained in practice, and the best
tops are those in which the length of all the fibres is
most nearly uniform. Amongst the super Port Philip
60s and 64s, lots may occasionally be found which vary